
Roscommon Area Recreation Authority (RARA) 
August 21, 2024 

 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chair S. Jock at 7:00 p.m. at the AuSable River Center. 
 
Board Members Present:  Connie Allen, Cheri Hutek, Steve Hines, Derek Smitz 
 
Members at Large:  Chase Schepke  
 
Excused: Hunter Mires, Eric Hart, Jim Fisher 
 
Guests: Jory Klumpp, RARA Director; Tracy Bosworth & Kelsa Parker-Browning, Gahagan Nature Preserve; Tammy Slavik & Rebekah 
Seelow Little League  
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Minutes of the May 15, 2024 meeting minutes were approved as presented, motion C. Hutek, 2nd D. Smitz, motion carried.  

 
Treasurer Report – Attached, motion to accept C. Allen, 2nd S. Hines, motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Old Business: 

• Motion made for resolution from RARA to accept and enter into an agreement for Land Water Conservancy Grant for Metro 
Park Renovation Project, motion to accept D. Smitz, 2nd S. Hines, motion carried.  

• Bills received from engineering firm, design and construction documents will be reviewed by members, J. Klumpp will make 
the necessary payments.  

• Newly revised park plans from Prein & Newhof presented.  Discussed amenities utilizing recycled products to fulfil our grant 
guideline.  New drinking fountain to replace old, less maintainace, will contact family of old memorial fountain for suggestions 
or plan. 

• Dog Park has been removed with informal agreement from grant coordinator, written approval pending; basketball court will 
be added pending bid outcome.  

• R. Seelow, with Little League shared a comment from an out-of-town visitor, “Nicest facility – fields are great, area good”. 
Discussion went to ‘diamond dust’ expense and high cost of shipping. D. Smitz and Chase Schepke suggested alternative 
product, in progress.  Rebekah stated the league will purchase the dust.  Plans in progress for date for field rehab for the fall.  

• AuSable River Center Pavilion – Plans are completed, two bids, awarded to Titchenell Construction; construction to be done 
after Rocktoberfest. Gutters installed, train club fence painted. 

• CRAF Center – CIV submitted grants for gazebo roof to be replaced with metal roofing, pending, New CRAF Center tenants 
include Youth Wrestling and Message Therapy. 
 

New Business: 

• AuSable River Center – Rocktoberfest – Event to be held October 5, resolution to approve beer license for the village request 
approved. 

• Reindeer Run & Baby It’s Cold Outside – Continue with the events, progress good. Suggestions to include a 1K run for children. 

• Wage adjustment – Motion C. Allen, 2nd D. Smitz to increase Jory Klumpp’s salary by $5,000, motion approved. 

• CRAF Center Concert Series – Numbers down this year, changing schedule for next year, grant request submitted. 

• Mason Track – 7.8 miles trail maintenance, need 4 wheeler and rough cut mower.   Working with South Branch Township to 
purchase, obtaining bids, to be presented at September 10th meeting. 

• Gahagan Nature Preserve – Kalsa – Currently booking schools, fall schedule will be out soon, early release programming 
underway, new signs up on the trails, planning an addition to the Gahagan cabin. T. Bosworth discussed the possible 
availability of 3 – 40 acre parcels off Wheeler Road to be acquired into the land conservancy. 

 
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM, motion C. Hutek, 2nd S. Hines, motion carried. Next meeting September 18, 2024 
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
Connie Allen 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 






